
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 89-007
NPDES NO. CA0029475

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

AMPEX CORPORATION
824 SAN ALESO AVENUE FACILITY
SUNNYVALE, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco
Bay Region, (hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. Ampex Corporation, (hereinafter called the discharger), by
application dated July 6, 1988, has applied for issuance of
waste discharge requirements and a permit to discharge waste
under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) .

2. The discharger has been the sole occupant of a facility at 728
San Aleso Avenue since the building's construction in 1968.
The facility was initially used for research, development and
manufacturing of metal disc recording media. Information
storage discs were manufactured at the site from 1973 to 1986.
The facility has been used only for offices since then.

3. Subsurface investigations initiated in early 1983 have
detected the presence of several chlorinated solvents in
ground water beneath and in the vicinity of the site and in
onsite soil. The primary constituents that have been detected
are trichloroethylene, l,l,l-trichloroethane, 1,1­
dichloroethylene, l,l-dichloroethane, and (cis + trans)-1,2­
dichloroethylene.

4. The discharger initiated interim cleanup of the shallow ground
water beneath the site in April 1986. A ground water
extraction and treatment system was installed onsite at 728
San Aleso Avenue to prevent further contaminant migration
offsite. Treated ground water from this system was discharged
to the sanitary sewer system. Evaluations of this onsite
extraction system have shown a decrease in the concentration
of the solvents in wells in the vicinity of the site.

5. The migration of contaminants detected in ground water offsite
and downgradient from the site has continued to a distance of
at least 1900 feet downgradient of the site. The discharger
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